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F
riends who gamely braved the filthy night of April 15th

to attend the FESPA AGM were more than rewarded
with a fascinating and hilarious ‘double-act’ by Sarah
Keeting and her partner James Powell, both

distinguished veterans of musical theatre at the highest level. Sarah
and James gave us a more than generous helping of gossip,
anecdote and personal confession from behind and in front of the
proscenium arches of theatres across the world.

Sarah trained at the Italia Conti Academy in London and achieved
her dream of performing as a dancer in musical theatre both in
national tours and London's West End. Her credits include 

, , ,
, ,  and , where she met her partner,

James.

James studied at Mountview Theatre School and was an actor for 12
years  before taking on the role of resident director of 

 in London which he redirected for its 25th  anniversary.
In addition to , he currently directs  and 

 all over the world including Broadway.

Sarah and James have now lived in Southwold for three years with
their two daughters.

Friends Get West End Musical Lowdown

Turn  to  Page  2  for  more  news  o f  the  AGM

Sarah Keeting and James Powell regaling the FESPA AGM

This year’s

FESPA THEATRE FETE
takes place on Sunday 24th July starting at 12.00 noon

on Southwold Common

Please go to pages 6 and 7 for full details of how you can help

The good news is that this year the Grand Draw ticket
counterfoils have been simplified so it’s even easier to ensure

that you buy or sell all you have been sent with this issue.

THIS IS OUR MAJOR EVENT TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
OUR CHARITY - HELP TO MAKE IT AN

OUTSTANDING SUCCESS

If you’re visiting either the Aldeburgh or Southwold Summer Theatre  - your are most welcome to take away this complimentary
copy of our news magazine.

But, more importantly, please also consider becoming a member of this charitable organisation. It not only provides financial and
other support to the theatre you are visiting, but also facilitates educational support in the performing arts for the people of East

Suffolk particularly for young people as well as the community in general.
In addition, there are membership benefits to enjoy  - including concessionary rates for tickets to all productions at both theatres.

Tempted ? - Then why not pick up a membership form at the Box Office today or visit .
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Turn  to  Page  4  for  Mark ’ s  Ac t ing  Company  l ine -up  and  Page  5  for  S id i ’ s  annua l  appra i sa l

Since the formation
of the FESPA Charity,
we have donated
£83,500 to the
Summer Theatres
and £38,500 for
student bursaries.

In addition to
Margaret Tabor,
Peter also wished to
thank Jack Storer for
auditing the accounts.

Sidi warmly welcomed the advent of a new volunteer editor for
FESPA News, Warwick Cross, filling the rôle vacated by Barry
Tolfree. FESPA News and its forerunner, Friends’ Newsletter, had
enjoyed an unbroken run of 53 issues over nearly 18 years thanks
to its founder, Jack Clayton, and Barry who has been its editor since
2007. It was a most important channel of communication linking
the theatre with its Friends.  She thanked Warwick for stepping
forward and wished him well in his new rôle . She presented Barry
with an Adnams Gift Voucher as a ‘thank you’ on behalf of the
Trustees.

Our President, Margaret Chadd, MBE, presented Mark Sterling,
the Summer Theatres’ Artistic Director, with FESPA’s cheque for
£5000 to help subsidise this year’s programme. Mark then enthused
the meeting with details of the directors and acting company for
the forthcoming season.

Despite atrocious April weather, more than 50 Friends defied the
elements and resourcefully turned out for the 2016 AGM yielding
a good harvest of bottles and other items for our July Theatre Fête.

Tom Chapman was voted onto the committee as a new Trustee and
David Bunkell  re-joined as Trustee for a further three-year term,
having been off the committee for a year.  Sidi Scott was re-
appointed as Chairman for a further year, as were Ken Hanham
(Vice Chairman) and  Peter Gibbs (Treasurer).

Having held the annual subscription at £10 for the past eight years,
the Trustees had proposed that it should be increased to £15.
However, they had since reconsidered this and amended the
proposal to £12.50 (£25 for a couple).  This was put to the meeting
and carried.

from Peter Gibbs
The membership remains steady, with generous donations from
FESPA members and £500 from HSBC in recognition of charity
work by their staff – namely Margaret Tabor, our Membership
Secretary.

The Summer Fête, which is our main fundraising event, was hit by
heavy rain for the second year but, with the help of the Fête Draw,
the net income was still £2,560 and a new and enjoyable Quiz
evening gave us an additional £673.

What you missed at the
Annual General Meeting

J ust five days before the Southwold Season rings up the curtain,
there’s our annual opportunity for all Friends to gather socially
and to welcome this year’s Theatre Company.

Once again, we are indebted to Friend Bettina Daniels for offering to
host this special get-together in her wonderful garden on the edge of
Southwold Common.
All we ask is that you bring a plate of finger food which is self-contained
and pre-prepared - it can be either sweet or savoury, the choice is
yours. FESPA will provide wine and soft drinks.
Bettina’s garden - ‘Woodleys’ - can be found by heading for Woodley’s
Yard, the passageway from the High Street between Barclay’s Bank and

the United Reformed Church, then walking to the end and through the
turnstile onto Southwold Common. ‘Woodleys’ is immediately to your
right.
If you’re travelling by car, the Gardner Road car park is free and, for
sat-nav users, the magic alpha-numerics are: IP18 6HR.
All are welcome and we look forward to seeing you.

The Friends’ Evening in Southwold
Friday 1st July - from 6.30 p.m.

Are You Seeing GREEN ?
If there is a green subscription form included with your copy of this issue, it’s

not déjà vu - it’s simply that we haven’t  yet received your membership
renewal fee for 2016.

Hopefully, that’s just an oversight on your part - it’s easy to put to one side
and forget. So, whilst it’s fresh in your mind, please act quickly to ensure you

continue to receive FESPA News and to enjoy the benefits of membership
including concessionary ticket prices for the Suffolk Summer Theatres.

Don’t forget to elect for Gift Aid if you have not already done so.

The Autumn issue of FESPA News will be
distributed

prior to, on or soon after

Please share your thoughts and views about
this Season’s plays, FESPA itself, this

newsletter or anything else.
E-mail warwick@fespa.co.uk
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F r o m  t h e  p e n  o f  B a r r y  T o l f r e e  .  .

N
ine years - 27 issues!  It is extraordinary
how quickly they have passed. Editing
FESPA News has been both a privilege and

great fun and I hope that our new editor,
Warwick Cross, will find it as enjoyable as I have.

My tenure has seen some interesting changes
both to the Friends and to the Company.  I took
the editorial reins just as we became a registered
charity and changed our ‘brand’ to ‘FESPA’.  The
concept of FESPA student bursaries was born.
Following the progress of those selected students
over the years, some of them achieving
astonishing success, has given my job a
fascinating and rewarding extra dimension. The
other big change was to the Theatre Company itself, as Jill relinquished her
personal control and the company discovered its own wings with Peter and
Mark. FESPA News has documented these changes and, I think, subtly changed
itself to reflect them.

I have always seen FESPA News as the prime channel of communication
between the Theatre Company and its Friends. Now that the newsletter is
produced electronically we have been able to build on this by publishing each
issue on line as well as on paper.  The printed edition remains vital, however,

not only because most people still prefer it,
but because it gives us the opportunity to
pop other things into the envelope – like
grand draw tickets and subscription forms.
Since I took over, the cost of a second class
stamp has more than doubled, from 24p to
55p, so it has been particularly gratifying
to see the growth of a really effective
contingent of volunteer deliverers, now
numbering 18, many of whom also show
up each time to help stuff envelopes.

Not many ‘house’ magazines can boast an
unbroken run of 54 issues covering 18
years. I would have hated to be the one to
drop the baton, so I’m deeply grateful to
Warwick for picking it up and I am
confident that it is now in safe hands.Barry’s first edition in June 2007

And it ’s  hello from me
Dear Friends,
This is by way of an impersonal ‘hello’ to those of you I have not
yet had the pleasure of meeting. I look forward greatly to
managing FESPA news for you. However, my anticipation is
mixed with a degree of trepidation as I am very mindful that the
editorial bar has been set somewhat high by my predecessor; I
therefore hope to be able to do justice to that standard. At which
point I’m sure you’ll want to join me in saying an enormous
‘thank you’ to Barry Tolfree for his magnificent 9 years at the
helm. I’m also very grateful to Barry for all his help and guidance
to me personally whilst compiling this, my inaugural edition.
A time of editorial changeover is possibly a good time to reflect
also on the purpose of this news magazine’s existence: to my mind,
that’s quite simple -

It’s YOUR FESPA News
It needs to reflect what you, the members and trustees, want to
see in it and, as such, it depends on all the FESPA members for input
and material. So I need your help; if you have news, views,
anecdotes, theatre reflections, feature ideas or photos or other
visuals to offer, then please do not hesitate to get in touch - the
email address and my phone number are listed below. Equally, if
you want to send your feedback or observations about this edition,
then I’d also be delighted to hear from you.  Thank you.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a most enjoyable
and entertaining summer season during which I look forward to
meeting as many of you as possible.

warwick@fespa.co.uk
07776 221965

from Melissa Youngs:
This year at college I've been doing a lot more orchestral playing,
and have performed with the Royal College of Music Symphony
and Philharmonic orchestras on numerous occasions. I have also
been playing regularly with the University of London Symphony
Orchestra, and in January performed at Cadogan Hall with the
Light of Music Symphony Orchestra. In March I played with a
clarinet quartet in the memorial concert for renowned clarinettist,
Jack McCaw, which was a fantastic experience, to be playing in the
same concert as my teachers and clarinettists currently working in
top London orchestras.
I also have a few exciting things coming up including a lunchtime
recital as part of the Southwold Arts Festival on 29th June. Before
that, I have been asked to play Stravinsky's Three Pieces for Solo
Clarinet in a concert as part of the Philharmonia Orchestra's
Stravinsky: Myths & Rituals series. The concert will be held at the
RCM in the Amaryllis Fleming Concert Hall on 23rd June, and as
well as the solo piece, I will also be playing the clarinet, violin and
piano arrangement of Stravinsky's
Soldier's Tale Suite.
I will always be extremely thankful for the
help I received from FESPA.

Clarinettist Melissa is one of our
current 2015 Bursary students in her
second year at the Royal College of
Music studying for an honours
degree. In her first year she
astonished her tutor by scoring an
unprecedented 93% in her year-end
exams.

and from Penelope Carter:
I finally auditioned for music college before Christmas (having spent
a lot of time working on my oboe technique and also trying to deal
with performance anxiety issues), and have won an entrance
scholarship to Trinity Laban Conservatoire in London. Very excited
to get started!
Thanks again for your support.

Penelope was one of our successful
Bursary students in 2012. An alumnus of
Durham University where she was
principal oboe and concerto soloist in
the university’s Symphony and Chamber
Orchestras whilst studying for her
B.A. Music degree, Penelope also
plays cor anglais and piano.

If you, or others you know, hope to attend
a recognised performing arts course in
the autumn and need financial support,

please email

David Bunkell ( )

for an application pack

The absolute closing date for applications
is midnight on
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Summer Theatres’  Artistic Director, Mark Sterling, gives us his play-by-play preview
of the actors, directors and creative team preparing to entertain us this coming season

B
efore introducing the 2016 Acting
Company, Peter and I are delighted to
announce that our production of The 39

Steps will transfer to The Theatre Royal, Bury St
Edmunds for a week once it has completed its run
in Southwold. The dates are 6th – 10th September.

So, having started at the end of the season, I will
continue the theme by presenting the casts of the
various plays in reverse order:

The 39 Steps sees a welcome return by 
as Richard Hannay – Simon was last

here two years ago when he played the
eponymous role in Dick Barton and the Secret of The Pharoah’s Tomb. With
Simon – and playing the multiple roles for which this stage production is famous
– are  and , both of whom were here last year in Anybody
For Murder? and The Titfield Thunderbolt. Completing the cast is  a
young Suffolk man who will be familiar to anyone who has seen productions by
the Common Ground theatre company.

Joining them in Murder By The Book is , a young actress who has most
recently been touring in a production of Frankenstein – which makes her
accustomed to the nuts and bolts of rep theatre!!

The 39 Steps will be directed by me with a specially commissioned dance to be
choreographed by .

Murder By the Book is to be directed by 
 who has helmed a play a year here since

2010. This year he gets to work twice as hard in
that he is also directing The Old Country, the
last play of the season – back on theme again!

The Old Country acting team is led by 
 and  as husband and wife

Hilary and Bron. Jim was seen hilariously last
year as the cross-dressing waiter in Out Of Order and Barbara, now a local girl,
was a stalwart of Jill’s company in the early years and was last seen in a summer
season in Jane Eyre - although those of you who attended the performance of A
Jolly Berry Christmas a couple of years ago will have seen her in that company.
She also happens to be a sister of our stage carpenter .

Joining James and Barbara in The Old Country are  and 
 – both long-time members of the company. By that time, they will each

be on their third show of the season. The cast is completed by versatile
newcomer .

Step back a show and we have, in the middle of the season, Cash On Delivery
directed by . An unstinting supporter of the summer season, Andy,
together with , provided Southwold with an original comedy play
every year back in the days of the lunchtime season. Andy last directed a main
house play here back in 2007 when he produced Climbing The Wall from his own
script.

Appearing with Michael, James, Imogen and Melissa in Cash On Delivery is
 – an actor of long

experience with such makeshift companies
as The National and the RSC (!) as well as
in Ray Cooney’s Theatre Of Comedy at The
Shaftesbury Theatre. For many years a
holiday guest in Walberswick, Michael, like
Phil Clark, is an accomplished painter of
local scenes. Joining Michael is 

 – an actress with a similar pedigree
in stage comedy;  –last seen
here as the unfortunate Boldwood in Far

c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e …
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● John Buchan wrote The Thirty-Nine Steps at breakneck speed in
1914, whilst suffering from the duodenal ulcer that would dog him
for the rest of his life.

● According to his son, the idea for the title of the book came from
a flight of wooden steps which led down to the beach in
Broadstairs, Kent from the grounds of the nursing home in which
he was convalescing.

● The steps were later removed and presented to Buchan - complete
with a brass plaque.

● The novel first appeared as a serial in Blackwood's Magazine in
August and September 1915 before being published in book form
in October that year by William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh.

● The Thirty-Nine Steps is one of the earliest examples of the
'man-on-the-run' thriller archetype.

● Our central character, Richard Hannay, continued his adventures
in four subsequent books. Two were set during the Great War
and two in the post-war period.

● John Buchan was the first Baron Tweedsmuir of Enfield.

Fascinating
Facts

surrounding . . .

From The Madding Crowd (and also Barbara Horne’s husband!);
newcomer ; Halesworth man, , who was last
seen here in Move Over Mrs Markham and Walberswick Lady, 

 who has appeared here on and off over the years!

Michaels Fenner and Shaw, Bob Dobson, Claire Jeater, Imogen
Slaughter and Melissa Clements will open the season with Don’t
Dress For Dinner directed by  who was responsible for
the surprise hit of last year:  Anybody For Murder?

Many of our loyal stage management team will be back with us, and
the costumes are again designed and put together by  who
became a local girl just before last season. Local boy 
is also back again designing his umpteenth – or umphundredth –

sets. However, at the age of eighty-five, we have decided not to work
him so hard and the scene painting will be managed by his erstwhile
assistant,  who will herself have a painting assistant.
Maurice has kindly allowed Tory to design one of the plays – Murder
By the Book – and so, for the first time since 1992, a set design will
be credited to someone other than Maurice.

Last but not least, most of our dedicated front of house and box office
teams are also in place and we are, all of us, looking forward to a
cracking 2016 season.

If one is to include myself and Peter – and exclude part-time staff –
twenty-four out of a total of thirty-nine company members either live
in, or have a long-term connection to, Suffolk.

Useful  Contacts
General
e-mail
Box Office
e-mail
Website
Postal address

Twitter
Facebook

01502 722572
peter@southwoldtheatre.org
01502 722572
bookings@southwoldtheatre.org
www.southwoldtheatre.org
St. Edmund’s Hall,
Cumberland Road,
Southwold.  IP18 6JP
@SuffolkTheatre
Southwold & Aldeburgh Summer
Theatre

e-mail
Website
Twitter
Postal address

FESPA News

Bursary
Applications

sidi.scott@virgin.net
www.fespa.co.uk
@theatre_friends
14A, High Street,
Wangfield,
Beccles,
Suffolk.   NR34 8RA
warwick@fespa.co.uk
07776 221965
fespa@btinternet.com

Website
Box Office

southwoldartsfestival.co.uk
St. Edmund’s Hall,
Cumberland Road,
Southwold.  IP18 6JP
01502 722572

Although I am sending this from our theatrical home in Southwold, I am
well aware that many of you are from much further afield. Nevertheless
we all share in one central cause: to promote the Performing Arts here
in our part of Suffolk, first and foremost our own Theatres here in
Southwold and Aldeburgh and, through our Bursaries, to help young
people who are seeking to enter further education in the performing arts.
One of whom, having completed her training at Central School, is now
auditioning for Ballet companies and to help her keep afloat, is featured
on the cover of Dancing Times magazine wearing the very shoes we
helped her to buy! She sends love and thanks to us all.
The Trustees and I have met four times throughout the year; they have
always been a very proactive group and I thank them for their continuing
support. Special thanks must go to our Secretary, Viv (Tolfree), without
whom I would probably slide gently into a morass of paper. She has a
way of always having backup papers for me when I've lost mine!
We had a great summer welcome party last year in Bettina Daniels’
garden. I look forward to seeing many of you again this year when we
meet some of the directors and actors appearing in the forthcoming
Season. Our warm relationship with our Company is a very special one
and I know is appreciated by those actors returning.

The Fête weather as we well remember was
something I can only describe as Biblical in its fury
but we'll crack on hopefully to better things! I have
the highest admiration for Sue Tayler and what
she did that day. The Dunkirk spirit was there
alright. We are right behind you Sue. Let’s
hope for a beautiful day this year. The Quiz
proved successful again and looks as though
it will be repeated next winter.
We would like to find some link with Aldeburgh socially again, so if you,
the Aldeburgh Friends, have any ideas we would welcome them.
Finally, my thanks to all those unseen Friends who stuff envelopes, deliver
the publicity cards, give help to the Fête and, most important, buy tickets
for every show . Please keep on helping. Many hands make light work!
Happy theatre-going and roll on curtain up!

Sidi reflects on an eventful 12 months
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Some say: “Third time lucky.” (with the weather, that is). The FESPA Theatre
Fête is returning to the environs of the William Godell Pavilion on Southwold
Common for the third year. This time we’re all hoping for a truly glorious
summer’s day to soften the memories of the rain-soaked last couple of years.
The fête is FESPA’s major annual fund-raising event and its proceeds help to
support both of the Summer Theatres as well as our own Bursary scheme
benefiting the development of local stars of the future.

As always, it is a wonderful way to bring the entire FESPA community together
so if you can possibly help us either before or on the day (preferably both!) -
either ‘front-of-house’ or ‘in the wings’, then please do not hesitate to contact

me.  The ways you can help are many and varied and some are listed below and on the next
page. Please encourage all your friends and neighbours to come along and spend as much
as they can and also don’t forget to sell as many Grand Draw tickets as you possibly can.

I look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you.

Let the sun shine on . . .

Fête organiser, Sue Tayler, sets the scene…

THE FESPA THEATRE FETE
SUNDAY 24th JULY

The William Godell Sports Pavilion, Southwold Common from 12.00 noon

What we need from you

There are four easy steps to your helping the fête being a grand
success:

1. Rummage through your attic, bookcase, piles of unwanted
gifts, boxes put aside for a garage sale and overflowing
greenhouse trays.

2. Ring or e-mail the relevant stall-holders below to negotiate
their delivery or collection; or

3. Ring me on either 01502 725722 or 07979 811390 so I can
make alternative arrangements; or

4. Failing that: bring along your donations as early as possible
on the day itself.

BOOKS

BOTTLES
In-date alcoholic and soft drinks for the bottle tombola. Please try
to get the bottles to us before the day to allow time for ticketing.

BRIC-A-BRAC – Curios, crafts, collectables and vintage household
goods

CAKES & HOME PRODUCE – If you can bake for us or provide
homemade jams, pickles and marmalades

FASHION ACCESSORIES, JEWELLERY, NEARLY NEW OR VINTAGE
FASHION – for our ‘New-to-You’ stall

FRAMED PICTURES, PRINTS, PHOTOS, ARTWORKS – Something
you’ve created or something totally off the wall—or both!

TOYS, GAMES, PUZZLES, CHILDREN’S BOOKS

PLANTS, HOME-GROWN PRODUCE, POTS, GARDEN TOOLS – It
will help if you could label plants with a name and a price (please
keep to round pounds or 50p)

SPIRITS – for our ‘Hi-Spirit’ bottle draws called at intervals
throughout the afternoon

UNWANTED AND UNUSED GIFTS – as prizes for our tombola stall.
Must be in as-new condition and available in advance to allow time
for ticketing
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✵ If you are able to display a poster, please do so and
encourage your friends and neighbours to do likewise.
Please contact Tom Chapman on 01502 726026

✵ The fête opens at 12.00 noon
✵ You can start setting up your stalls from 10.00 a.m.
✵ Stall-holders and helpers can park for free in the small

car park on the right-hand-side of the Pavilion
✵ Visitors can park in the designated area on the Common.

The fee is £3.00 and the proceeds are divided equally
between FESPA funds and the Southwold Common Trust

✵ If you need guidance, the SatNav postcode is IP18 6TP
✵ Please aim to sell all the raffle tickets sent to you - even

if it means buying them yourself - and return the stubs
and cheque (not cash!) to Pat Hollingsworth in good time

✵ The Grand Draw raffle tickets have been simplified this
year: all you now need to fill-in on each counterfoil is
name and contact telephone number.  So that should
make them all much quicker to sell freeing up your time
to sell even more!

What every Fête-going Friend needs to know …

T
H A N K

S

✔ To all the very generous donors of the splendid Grand Draw prizes
✔ To the William Godell Pavilion and the Southwold Common Trust

for their generosity
✔ To St. Felix School for the loan of equipment and other help
✔ To all Friends who have donated items to the stalls
✔ To all the Friends who have donated their time to manning the

stalls and generally helping on the day

Art Gallery

Donkey Rides

Kiddies Korner toys,
books, clothes

Hi-Spirits

Gardener Centre

Tombola

Vintage

Bric-à-brac

Book Shop

Bottle Tombola

Cafe and Cakes

Ice cream and
Strawberries

Grand Draw

Lucky Dip

Jill's Junk

Games for All

Punch & Judy

Licensed Bar

Third Party Stalls

Big Surprise!!

… and most importantly, here’s how you
can enjoy yourself:

Volunteers are wanted to …

set up and run the Bottle Tombola
✰ run the Strawberries & Cream and Ice-Cream stall
✰ help Jane Ackroyd on the soup and refreshment stall
✰ help Pat Hollingsworth sell Grand Draw tickets

We can always use more helpers on the day – to put up stalls,
move equipment, man the gate and car park, help as needed on

stalls and help supervise the games.
If you are able to offer your time please give Sue Tayler a call on

01502 725722 or 07979 811390

, our Grand Draw supremo, has assembled an
impressive array of prizes for this year’s Draw.

So far they include …

(Sleeps 5 - 6. valid during 2017 school holidays,
subject to availability. Donated by Val Anderson)

✶✵✶✵✶
(donated by Tom

and Sarah Chapman)
✶✵✶✵✶

✶✵✶✵✶
to spend at Red Lion, Southwold

at Suffolk Summer Theatres
at the New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich

at The Swan Hotel, Southwold
 from Jenvey’s of Southwold

 from Denny’s of Southwold
 from Adnams Cellar & Kitchen store

at The Sanctuary, Southwold
 from Tilley & Grace, Southwold

 from Coasters of Southwold
at Café 51, Southwold
 from Southwold Books

Plus other vouchers from local businesses and more to come!
Please send back the completed stubs with your cheque (not cash!) to Pat’s address
on the ticket.  There is no need to return any unsold tickets.  Tickets will also be on

sale at the fête. The draw will take place later that afternoon.

Tickets for both Southwold & Aldeburgh theatres can be purchased by
phoning: 01502 722572 (credit & debit cards now accepted);

or by post or in person from the box office at St Edmund’s Hall, Cumberland
Road, Southwold IP18 6JP (Mon-Fri 12-4 pm, Sat 12-3pm);

or by emailing bookings@southwoldtheatre.org
Aldeburgh’s ‘in-person’ box office opens on Monday 11th July

at Jubilee Hall, Crabbe Street, Aldeburgh IP15 5BW
(Mon - Fri 12-4 pm, Sat 12-3pm).

Please note: cheques should be payable to
‘Suffolk Summer Theatres’

Don’t Forget …
You can easily help donate additional funds to the FESPA coffers

without even lifting a finger or denting your wallet.  Simply join

 and register an account. FESPA will then automatically receive
additional funds whenever you shop online with nearly 3,000 top

retailers including Amazon, John Lewis, Tesco and Aviva.
Go to  today and follow

the simple online instructions.

You know it makes sense!
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2016 DIARY ESSENTIALS
Friday
10 June

Aldeburgh Festival opens

Saturday
25 June

Southwold Arts Festival opens

Sunday
26 June

Aldeburgh Festival closes

Friday
1 July

6.30 p.m.
Friends’ Evening at ‘Woodleys’ on Southwold
Common

Saturday
2 July

Southwold Arts Festival closes

Wednesday
6 July

Southwold Season opens with Don’t Dress for
Dinner

Thursday
21 July

Aldeburgh Season opens with
Don’t Dress for Dinner

Sunday
24 July

12.00 noon
FESPA Theatre Fête at the Godell Pavilion,
Southwold Common

Saturday
27 August

Last night in Aldeburgh -
The Old Country

Saturday
10 September

Last night in Southwold -
The Old Country

From the very beginning of the Southwold Arts Festival there has been
a close and valued association with both FESPA and the Summer Theatre.
Over the years, the festival has worked with Jill Freud, Sidi Scott, Barry
Tolfree, Peter Adshead, Mark Sterling and now Warwick Cross. One of
the key objectives of the festival has always been to provide a diverse
programme of entertainment combining established artists together with
new young musicians. To this end, last year the festival introduced the
‘Young Musicians’ Showcase’ which provided lunch-time concerts
throughout the festival week for some of the most talented young people
in the region and it was a huge success. The festival team is particularly
delighted that four of the five musicians in the 2016 showcase have been
recipients of FESPA bursaries.
George Cook is a second year student at Durham University and is
currently a bass choral scholar at Durham Cathedral. Fifteen year old
Eliza Burkett is a student of the Junior Guildhall in London and has not
only performed with the Suffolk Youth Orchestra but also plays violin on
the local folk circuit. Clarinettist Melissa Youngs is a student of the
Royal College of Music and has performed with the Philharmonic
Orchestra. Maxim Calver currently studies cello at the Yehudi Menhuin
School and has performed with Julian Lloyd Webber and at the Queen’s
Jubilee Luncheon at Westminster Hall. All have received bursaries from
FESPA. Alice Privett graduated from the Royal Academy of Music opera
course in 2014 and has twice been a Britten Pears Young Artist at the
Aldeburgh Festival.

Lin Le Versha, the Festival Director said “Last year the tickets sold very
quickly for these events and some sold out completely before the festival
week began so do please come along and hear these exceptional young
musicians.”

An innovation for 2016 is to introduce dance
to the Festival with international dance and
music company Tango Siempre providing
virtuoso displays of traditional tango dance in
the show Tangomotion. The Company
features world-class tango dancers, plus live
music. The acclaimed company have appeared
on Strictly Come Dancing and in the Covent
Garden production of Carmen and Madonna's
film Evita. The Festival begins on 25th June

with a wonderful street event of stalls and entertainers, followed by a
Gala concert with Rick Wakeman and continues throughout the week
with visits from historian and BBC presenter Lucy Worsley; writer and
poet Blake Morrison and the acclaimed cricket commentator and

FESPA
Bursary
winners

Clockwise from top left:
(2015) (2014) (2014)

and (2008)

author Henry Blofeld.  The Festival finale on 2nd July will be with the
renowned and hugely popular Blues Band.
Di Brown, the Deputy Director said “it is a wonderfully eclectic week
of music, talks, theatre, and comedy during which there should be
something for everyone. There will be an eccentric look at Suffolk life
from Charlie Haylock; from the Edinburgh Fringe, Luke Wright will
be bringing his unique brand of poetry and comedy and there will also
be a talk about England’s favourite artist, William Turner”.

completes
the line-up for the Young
Musicians’ Showcases

Tickets are available from the Arts Festival website:
www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk, at the Box Office at St Edmund’s
Hall (Mon-Sat 12 noon – 3.00 p.m.) and by phone on 01502 722572.


